What is Microsoft Paint?

Print
Microsoft Paint or 'MS Paint' is a basic graphics/painting utility that is included in all the
Microsoft Windows versions.
MS Paint can be used to draw, colour and edit pictures, including imported pictures from
a digital camera for example.
MS Paint is found in the Windows Start menu within the Accessories Folder.
It can save creations in standard formats such as .jpg and .bmp
Paint can enable ‘painting’ by dragging the mouse and using different types of artistic
brushes or pens that can give for example a watercolour or oil effect. The paint also ‘runs
out’ on certain brushes after a period of time so that the brush needs to be put back into
the colour again, as if it was a real painting brush.
More recent versions of Paint allow up to three colours to be picked at a time using the
primary colour with left mouse click, the secondary colour with right mouse click and the
tertiary colour with the control key on the keyboard and any mouse click
Features included in paint are pencil, brush and airbrush tool. The ability to add text, lines
and shapes. Also included are an eraser, magnifier, and fill colour tools.
Many complex graphics software applications have concepts that are included in
Microsoft Paint and the same principals can be applied in these from learning within
Microsoft Paint.
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Next steps
What is Microsoft Outlook?
What is WordPad?
What is Windows?
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Remote Digital Championing!
Guides covering some tips and techniques for providing remote support to learners, an
increasingly important service in times of social isolation.

Find out more

Free how-to guides for your website
Why not add our award-winning and extensive range of digital skills guides to your website?

Find out more

Start a Digital Champion movement!
Could your workplace do with developing its digital skills? With funded membership
opportunities currently available, now is the perfect time for organisations to join our
Digital Champions Network.

Find out more

Subscribe to our newsletter
Join our mailing list to receive the latest news, offers and expert insights from our team.
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