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What is a podcast?

Print this guide

A podcast is either an audio or a video file that you can listen to or watch on the internet or download to a
portable player or mobile phone.

The name comes from the 'pod' of iPod, which itself was named for 'portable' and 'on demand', and 'cast'
from 'broadcast'.

Features of a podcast

Can be played using a computer or mobile phone or music device.
Podcasts are made by professional organisations such as the BBC and by broadcasting enthusiasts and
bloggers.
Podcasts can be downloaded individually or subscribed to so that each new episode of the podcast is
automatically downloaded to the subscriber's computer.

History of podcasting

The growth of the movement was first recognised in a mainstream way in 2004, and dubbed 'podcasting'
in a Guardian article.
Bloggers wanted to be able to 'speak' to their audience, rather than just write for them.
Podcasting was a natural result of the need for audio-bloggers to make their output easily available.

Benefits of podcasting

Allows listeners to keep up with news and developments.
Allows bloggers to reach new audiences.
Gives bloggers a relationship with their audience.
Podcasts are generally free.
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Next steps
What is Spotify?

How to create a playlist in YouTube

What is YouTube?

Best … podcasts

See what our learning courses are like

Share:       

https://www.digitalunite.com/
mailto:?subject=What%20is%20a%20podcast?&body=Check%20out%20this%20site%20https://www.digitalunite.com/technology-guides/music-audio/radio-audiobooks-podcasts/what-podcast
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.digitalunite.com/technology-guides/music-audio/radio-audiobooks-podcasts/what-podcast&title=What%20is%20a%20podcast?&source=https://www.digitalunite.com/technology-guides/music-audio/radio-audiobooks-podcasts/what-podcast
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.digitalunite.com/technology-guides/music-audio/radio-audiobooks-podcasts/what-podcast&status=What%20is%20a%20podcast?+https://www.digitalunite.com/technology-guides/music-audio/radio-audiobooks-podcasts/what-podcast
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://www.digitalunite.com/technology-guides/music-audio/radio-audiobooks-podcasts/what-podcast&title=What%20is%20a%20podcast?
whatsapp://send?text=https://www.digitalunite.com/technology-guides/music-audio/radio-audiobooks-podcasts/what-podcast
https://api.pdflayer.com/api/convert?access_key=f3b3f7ee96b968257ec2f2bcbe56c47d&document_url=https://www.digitalunite.com/technology-guides/music-audio/radio-audiobooks-podcasts/what-podcast&document_name=DigitalUniteGuide.pdf&css_url=https://digitalunite.com/themes/digitalunite/css/pdf.css&viewport=411x731
javascript:void(0);
https://www.digitalunite.com/technology-guides/music-audio/spotify/what-spotify
https://www.digitalunite.com/technology-guides/tv-video/youtube/how-create-playlist-youtube
https://www.digitalunite.com/technology-guides/tv-video/youtube/what-youtube
https://www.digitalunite.com/technology-guides/music-audio/radio-audiobooks-podcasts/best-podcasts


Try our free "Digital Essentials" course

0800 228 9272

du@digitalunite.com

Get in touch

Privacy policy/ Equality and Diversity Policy

 Terms of use/ Cookie policy

 

Our learning platforms

Digital Champions Network

Inspire

Our newsletter
Research, resources, insights and offers.

https://www.digitalunite.com/dcn-courses-try-one-free
tel:0800%20228%209272
mailto:du@digitalunite.com
https://www.digitalunite.com/get-touch
https://www.digitalunite.com/our-privacy-policy
https://www.digitalunite.com/sites/default/files/inline-files/Digital%20Unite%20EDI%20policy%202025.pdf
https://www.digitalunite.com/terms-use
https://www.digitalunite.com/cookie-policy
https://www.digitalchampionsnetwork.com
https://www.digitalinspire.co.uk

	Share:
	What is a podcast?
	Our learning platforms
	Our newsletter


