What is Spotify?

Print
Launched in Sweden in 2008, Spotify is a service that lets you stream music from a library that is
so extensive that it would take 80 years of non-stop listening just to get through it.
As well as letting people listen to anything from golden oldies to the latest hits on their
computer, Spotify also has a number of smartphone apps to allow for music on the move. There
are also Spotify apps on other services, such Virgin Media’s TiVo set-top box or Sonos speakers,
and deep-integration with Facebook to make music more social.
Features and benefits of Spotify
Listen to music for free.
Can be used on almost any computer.
Playlists can be created and shared to save your favourite music.
Share what you are listening to with your Facebook friends.
Apps from companies like The Guardian newspaper and Rolling Stone magazine that help
you discover new music.
Disadvantages of Spotify's free version
Regular advertisements interrupt your listening experience.
Music can only be played on your computer, not on any other device.
You’re allowed to listen to a particular track only five times.
You’re limited to 10 hours of play per month.
New users must have a Facebook account to sign up.
Premium 'paid for' Spotify
You can use Spotify as an app ‘on the go’ on iPhones and Android, Symbian, Windows
phones and BlackBerry.
In May 2012, an app was released for the iPad.
New users must have a Facebook account to sign up.
Combine your Spotify playlists with music you already own.

Offline mode to play music if you’re not connected to the internet.
Take your music abroad.
Higher sound quality.

Next steps
What is YouTube?
How to create a playlist in YouTube
What is streaming?
What is an MP3 Player?
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Free how-to guides for your website
Why not add our award-winning and extensive range of digital skills guides to your website?

Find out more

Remote Digital Championing!
Guides covering some tips and techniques for providing remote support to learners, an
increasingly important service in times of social isolation.

Find out more

Start a Digital Champion movement!
Could your workplace do with developing its digital skills? With funded membership
opportunities currently available, now is the perfect time for organisations to join our
Digital Champions Network.

Find out more

Subscribe to our newsletter
Join our mailing list to receive the latest news, offers and expert insights from our team.
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