How to choose a tablet computer
Print

Tablet computers can
be an easier, and in many cases cheaper way of accessing
the internet. There are so many apps to download that you can use your device for a wide range of tasks, from internet
banking to image editing.
Tablets come in three operating systems (iOS, Android and Windows) and screen sizes range from seven inches to around
13 inches (measured diagonally across the screen). Internal storage on current models range from 16GB to 256GB. Also, on
most Android tablets, there is the option to add more storage with a 8GB to 128GB MicroSD card.
A GB is a gigabyte, or 1 billion bytes (characters) of storage. A typical 2-hour movie occupies about 4GB of storage, but most
things you store on the tablet — music and pictures, for example — take up only a sliver of storage. Those items do,
however, occupy more storage space the more you use the tablet
It is recommended that you try out the different screen sizes before you buy.

Seven to eight-inch screened tablets
Tablets at this size are light and compact, and easy to fit in something like a handbag.
Small enough to hold in one hand and large enough to browse the web and watch movies in comfort.
A seven tablet with a SIM (mobile phone network card) slot can double up as a phone in case of an emergency with
more battery life compared to regular smartphones.
The screen is not really big enough for more demanding tasks like writing a document or editing photos.
They can have smaller internal processors than tablets which have a screen of nine inches or bigger. This means they
will be slower at accessing web pages and perform tasks slower than larger tablets
It does mean though that they are cheaper in price ranging from £100 to £600.

Summary of some of the top seven to eight-inch screened tablets
Model name

Make / Operating System

Estimated battery hours

Internal storage (gigabytes)

We use cookies on this site to enhance your user experience
iPad
miniany
5 link on this page
Apple
i0Sgiving your consent for us to
Upset
tocookies.
10
By
clicking
you/are

OK, I agree
Galaxy
Tab A8 No, thanks
Samsung / Android

Up to 14

More info

Up to 256
Up to 32

Fire HD 8
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Lenovo Tab M8 HD

Lenovo / Android

Up to 18

Up to 32

Eight to ten inch screen tablets
Better for typing, games, viewing video clips.
Good for watching films and movies, downloaded or streamed.
Plenty of room for browsing, email and word processing.
Can be used as laptop replacement.
Easy to connect up and use a stand-alone keyboard.
Heavier in the hands, and awkward to take with or use on the go.
Price range £200 to £900.

Summary of some of the top eight to thirteen-inch screen tablets
Model name

Make / Operating System

Estimated battery hours

Internal storage (gigabytes)

iPad Air

Apple/i0S

Up to 10

Up to 256

Galaxy Tab S5e

Samsung / Android

Up to 13

Up to 128

Fire HD 10

Amazon / Android

Up to 10

Up to 128

Surface Pro 6

Microsoft / Windows

Up to 10

Up to 128

When deciding which tablet suits you best it is a good idea to try some out, so ask friends or family if you can have a try with
one of theirs. These articles from Which? also provide some great advice.
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Next steps
What is a tablet computer?
What is an iPad mini?
Top 10 tips for new iPad users
How to use a keyboard with iPad
How to turn on an iPad

Search Guides
Search guides

Search

Remote Digital Championing!
Guides covering some tips and techniques for providing remote support to learners, an increasingly important service in
times of social isolation.

Find out more

Free how-to guides for your website
Why not add our award-winning and extensive range of digital skills guides to your website?

Find out more

Start a Digital Champion movement!
Could your workplace do with developing its digital skills? With funded membership opportunities currently available,
now is the perfect time for organisations to join our Digital Champions Network.

Find out more

Subscribe to our newsletter
Join our mailing list to receive the latest news, offers and expert insights from our team.
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