What is a search engine?

Print
A search engine enables you to find specific information within the huge mass of data that's
stored on the internet. It's usually a dedicated website, but it can take the form of an 'app' on a
hand-held device or simply be a 'search window' on a website that can be about almost
anything.
By typing words into the box on the home page of a search engine such as Google and clicking
Search, a page will be displayed containing results – that is, links to web pages – related to the
search terms (also known as 'key words') you've entered. These results, commonly known as
‘hits’, will usually be listed in order of relevance to the exact terms entered. Some search
engines even display results that are tailored to your previous search activity.

Next steps
What is a web browser?
What is Google?
What is Google Chrome?
What is the web?
What is a website?
How to browse the web in Windows 10: Microsoft Edge basics
What is Google Plus?

A guide to internet security
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Remote Digital Championing!
Guides covering some tips and techniques for providing remote support to learners, an
increasingly important service in times of social isolation.

Find out more

Free how-to guides for your website
Why not add our award-winning and extensive range of digital skills guides to your website?

Find out more

Start a Digital Champion movement!
Could your workplace do with developing its digital skills? With funded membership
opportunities currently available, now is the perfect time for organisations to join our
Digital Champions Network.

Find out more

Subscribe to our newsletter
Join our mailing list to receive the latest news, offers and expert insights from our team.
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